
WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Clerk report – August 2020 

Update from the Waterbeach Mutual Aid Covid 19 group 

 We've seen a gradual reduction in the amount of support being requested and quite a large 

drop in the number of volunteers, so we're trying to rearrange our setup so that it's appropriate 

for that, but also ready for a sharp rise in demand should we see a new wave of infection.   

 One thing to make you aware of is that some of our IT systems (phone systems, incident 

tracking systems like twilio, pagerduty) are being provided for free by companies _at the 

moment, but the free access was initially offered for a fixed period. The longer we're dealing 

with Covid, the more likely it is we'll look to public funding to support those systems. If you'd 

like to go into more depth on how we intend to arrange the volunteering support in the village 

one of us would be happy to jump on a call.  

Rec Issues 

 The main playpark is open. Thank you to SCDC for producing a metal sign and allowing Parish 

Councils to obtain free of charge. There is some supplementary signage for which we are 

organising more durable versions.  

 The toddler wheeled park is still out of bounds – we await delivery of Heras fencing needed to 

fence off the half pipe and also need to secure the chick bin which was wrenched off its base in 

another incidence of vandalism, and repair the fence. Going forwards I will be seeking a quote 

to replace the chain loop fence at the front which is repeatedly being vandalised. 

 SCDC has sent in a letter to advise they received a complaint about noise on the Rec. It was not 

very specific and I have asked for more details. I suspect it may be regarding a recent afternoon 

where there was a greater level of noise than usual following a village funeral but in that case 

all was quite again by mid evening.   

 There have been two complaints re dogs off leads on the Recreation Ground.  I will put a 

reminder on the webpage about this.  

 No progress yet on a class/club policy. 

Chittering 

 I’m awaiting a quote for cleaning of and tidying up of the bus shelter. 

 The fence contractor going tomorrow (Tuesday 4th) to replace the broken fence  

 I need to get quotes for repairing the main piece of kit and also the surfacing. The wet pour tiles 

used at the time have shrunk - these are no longer a favoured solution for this very reason and I 

am asking for rubber creeting (as under the Waterbeach swings) as it is much easier to repair. 

Way Lane 

 Cllrs Gilzean, Rabbett and B Williams attended a site meeting to discuss possible measures 

outside the school.  The meeting discussed a series of measures the school are asking the 

County Council to consider having available for the autumn term. These are as follows 



(comment in blue is the initial response from Cambridgeshire Highways about 

deliverability/feasibility). Any measures would need highway approvals, checking for any 

unintended problems which might be caused, e.g. blocking access to driveways. 

  

1. A dropped kerb and hard-paving at the temporary (southern) gate, as a precautionary 
measure in case of need. Would have to be fitted in preparation for possible use, and 
avoid damage to tree roots. This wouldn’t be applicable as the funding is for temporary 
improvements I am afraid, however this would be a suitable LHI bid if it has PC support.  

2. Removal of bushes/undergrowth along the west side of Way Lane to improve visibility 
(but not trees!). This could be done as part of temporary works if the Way Lane one goes 
ahead.  

3. Provide temporary pavement/walking space on the west side of Way Lane, from point 
where the existing path ends to either southern or northern Way Lane gate. Again, this 
is now included in the list to be delivered as part of T2 works if the funding is made 
available.  

4. Locating water-filled temporary barriers to narrow the road at selected locations. The 
school would be open to the highway officers views on where these can be effective, but 
possibilities include: 

a. Just north of Cattell’s Lane, and at the northern end of Way Lane near the 
Bannold Road junction; 

b. A pair just north of Spurgeon’s Avenue, and south of the next driveway (84 Way 
Lane); 

c. Close to the southern Way Lane gate, in the event this is brought back into use. 
As per item 3, we can look at this in more detail if scheme gets funding, and also 
tie this in with item 2. 

5. Extending the previous point to close Way Lane to through traffic completely (4b) or 
restrict the northern section of the road (above Cattell’s Lane) to resident access only 
(4a). Very difficult to enforce, find an appropriate turning area for large vehicles coming 
in either direction, maintain access for emergency vehicles, residents and refuse 
collections. I am afraid this isn’t feasible.  

6. Signage as a standalone or combined with the above measures to raise driver’s 
awareness. We can look at temp signing with the Way Lane measures assuming we get 
funding.  

  
Bus stops 

 The Bus bay markings have now been painted at Greenside and High Street.   

 I have asked a contractor to put a new roof onto the Cambridge Road bus stop. On surveying 

the Denny End Road stops he does not recommend replacing the Perspex panels with steel and 

is going to suggest a hybrid steel and Perspex one which will be more vandal resistant than the 

previous very large panels.  

Planning 

 Urban and Civic have provided a general update which I will circulate with this report.  

 

 CBWIN have been monitoring whether Amey would submit an appeal against the Secretary of 

State’s decision to uphold the refusal of planning permission for an energy from waste 



(incinerator) at its waste park. They have advised that the timespan for appeals has now expired 

without an appeal being made.  

 The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service is now inviting comment on the draft North 

East Cambridge Area Action Plan. The consultation closes on Monday 5 October 2020. You can 

read the draft Area Action Plan and respond online via the website, 

www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/nec. 

  

Miscellaneous 

 The Local Government Association is consulting on consultation draft model member 
code of conduct on which it invites member and officer comment until Monday 17 August 
2020.  This would cover all levels of local government, not just parish councils.  It invites 
comment among other things on whether it stands up to the new ways of working that have 
been introduced and gives enough of a steer on social media and online activity. You can 

complete an online consultation questionnaire.  
 

 South Cambridgeshire Community Safety Partnership are currently asking residents to 
complete the below survey with an aim to collate information from the public on 
perceptions of safety within their communities. The results of this survey will directly affect 
the way in which community safety in certain geographical locations is prioritised among the 
statutory bodies within the South Cambridgeshire Community Safety Partnership. The 
closing date is 16 August and the survey webpage is: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SouthCambsCSPSurvey2020 

http://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/nec
https://www.local.gov.uk/local-government-association-model-member-code-conduct
https://www.local.gov.uk/local-government-association-model-member-code-conduct
https://research.local.gov.uk/jfe/form/SV_bIupYNXmiJ0xECV
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SouthCambsCSPSurvey2020

